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Children of “Chikara-ya” in America
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Robert Chikao Ryono’s great-grandchildren
could have felt Taiji more intimately by
visiting Taiji and see their relatives. They are
all the descendants of Chikadayu, one of the
last harpooners of the Taiji’s old style
hand-harpooning whaling. The group was
originally called “Chikadayu-ya,” meaning
members of the Chikadayu’s family. The
pronunciation has been simplified and the
people currently call it “Chikara-ya.”
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